264  GREATEST GOOD OF THE GREATEST NUMBER

There are just as many who have won honours and dis-
tinctions among women workers as amongst men. It was
the women, Doussia and Maroussia Vinogradova, who led
the way to increased production in the textile industry,
and a Ukrainian woman farm worker, Maria Denchenko,
who was the first to harvest 20 tons of sugar-beet per acre.

But none of this achievement would have been possible
had not the Soviet leaders been sensitive to the inevitable
handicaps under which womanhood suffers, and resolute
in their determination to remove them. Both Marx and
Lenin had known poverty and seen the sufferings of their
own women-folk, and an intimate connection links Lenin's
intense compassion and complete and sympathetic under-
standing of a working woman's life, and the new charter
for Soviet womanhood.

Maxim Gorky helps our understanding here with his
stories of Lenin's personal life. Once, for instance, when
Gorky, who was delicate and had come to London for a
conference, saw Lenin, who came to visit him, feeling the
bedding with a preoccupied air, he asked, " What are you
doing? " "I'm just looking to see if the sheets are well
aired . . ." replied Lenin, and added, seeing Gorky's
perplexity: " You must take care of yourself."

A Russian worker in Hyde Park after meeting Lenin
said of him: "For all I know there may be others in
Europe as clever as he on the side of the workers, but I
don't believe you will find anyone who attracts you so
much right at the start."

During the famine of 1919, comrades, soldiers, and
peasants from the provinces sent him food. He would
open the parcels in his bleak flat, frown and grow embar-
rassed, and hasten to give them to sick comrades or those
weak through lack of food. " They send things to me as
though I were a lord. How can I prevent them from
doing it ? If you refuse and don't accept it, they are hurt.
And everyone round me is hungry."

He was worried when food was not well cooked for those